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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, August 5, 2015  

Senior Center Library at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Members in attendance:  Norman Harrison- Chairperson, Robert Nenna- co Chairperson, Mike Hudson, 

Nancy Baude, Margaret Cotnoir, James Diaz-Saavedra, and Willie Quinones  

 

Members Absent: George Potts and Nicole Dallas 

 

City Staff Members Present: Tommie Major- Director of Recreation; Marty Olsen- City Council  

 

I. Call to Order 

Norman Harrison called the meeting to order at 6:30PM. 

 

Public Participation   

 Jennifer Jarvis is requesting Riverside Park amphitheater for August 22
nd

.  She would like to host 

a picnic for the homeless and encourage them to get politically involved.  She plans to offer voter 

registration forms.  Food will be provided but no amplified music.  Willie Quinones, seconded 

by James Diaz-Saavedra, made a motion to approve use of Riverside Park.  Motion passed. 

 

 Glenda Dumas is requesting Bates Woods for August 15th for a 2 year old birthday party.  

Pavilion #2 is available and new grills have been installed.  Willie Quinones, seconded by 

Margaret Cotnoir, made a motion to approve use of Bates Woods.  Motion passed. 

 

 Shamaya Phillips is requesting Bates Woods for August 15th for a 7 year old birthday party.  

There will be no bounce house and no amplified music.  Pavilion #3 is available and she will 

bring a propane grill.  Bob Nenna, seconded by Margaret Cotnoir, made a motion to approve use 

of Bates Woods.  Motion passed. 

 

 Nikia McGuire is requesting Bates Woods for August 15th at 2:00PM for a party but now sees 

that August 15
th

 is not available.  She will change the party date to August 16
th

.  There will be a 

bounce house but no amplified music.  She will provide proof of liability insurance from the 

rental company.  Pavilion #1 is available on Sunday.  James Diaz-Saavedra, seconded by Nancy 

Baude, made a motion to approve use of Bates Woods.  Motion passed. 

 

 Mary Ann Horrigan of NLCB/NESS is requesting electrical power to be installed at Green 

Harbor Beach.  The programs for NLCB/NESS will continue into the fall at Green Harbor and 

involves students from BDMS.  The request for electricity is based on the following reasons:  
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1. Need to recharge VHF radios.  These are their lifelines to the Coast Guard when they are out 

on the boats.  The radios require daily charging.  Presently, staff has to take them home and 

remember to bring them back the next day. 

2. Some students have medications that require refrigeration. 

3. Life guards (NESS and City of NL) would prefer to have re-usable cold packs on-site. 

4. Need to recharge computers which are used to check on weather reports several times 

throughout the day.   

5. Food storage for staff and students. 

 

The electricity would not only benefit NLCB/NESS but also the City of New London’s summer 

beach staff.  Mary Ann mentioned that there is an electric pole already close to the building.  The 

power company would need to drop an electric line and there would be a service fee.  Mike 

Hudson believes the scope of the work should be in the hands of the City.  Marty Olsen 

recommends that a letter is submitted to Public Works and the City Council.  Mr. Major agrees.  

Nancy Baude, seconded by Willie Quinones, made a motion to send a letter to Public Works and 

City Council to recommend the installation of electricity at Green Harbor Beach.  Jim asked 

Mary Ann if NLCB would share in the cost of the installation.  Mary Ann stated that they would 

consider assisting in the cost.  She also reminded the Commission that the students in their 

programs are from the NLPS and supports the STEM concepts.  Mr. Major stated that no action 

will be done until an expense is determined.  Mr. Hudson stated that the cost may be too much 

and that NLCB should be prepared.  Motion passed. 

 

 Rev. Byron Westbrook of the Huntington St. Baptist Church is requesting to host block parties at 

Mahan Park and Bartlett Park every Wednesday in September from 3:30pm-sunset.  The block 

parties would be held at the same time.  The church has its own generators.  They would get a 

permit for amplified music.  They may have a bounce house and will provide proof of liability 

insurance.  They tend to have about 80 people pass through the block parties.  They will use 

electric grills to provide hotdogs, cotton candy, & popcorn.  In the past, they have not had a need 

for port-o-pots.  Rev. Westbrook thought that the bounce house may be located at Mahan since it 

has the playground but Bartlett was recommended because it is fenced in and has a larger area to 

put a bounce house.  Also, there is a lot of car traffic around Mahan.  Bob Nenna, seconded by 

Margaret Cotnoir, made a motion to approve use of Bartlett and Mahan Parks.  Motion passed. 

 

 Sydney Monroe is requesting Bates Woods on September 19
th

 from 1:00-7:00pm for a birthday 

party.  Pavilion #1 is available.  There will less than 30 people, no bounce house, and no 

amplified music.  Bob Nenna, seconded by Willie Quinones, made a motion to approve use of 

Bates Woods.  Motion passed. 

 

 Daeja Pierre is requesting Bates Woods Pavilion #1 on Sunday, Sept. 6
th

.  They will have a 

bounce house and will provide the liability insurance.  She may have a DJ and will get a permit 

from the police department if necessary.  Margaret Cotnoir, seconded by James Diaz-Saavedra, 

made a motion to approve use of Bates Woods.  Motion passed. 
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 Alexander Kingsbury is aware of the gun violence in the area.  He would like to help by offering 

a free educational firearm safety course.  He is licensed and insured.  There would absolutely no 

ammunition involved.  Mr. Kingsbury is requesting space to offer the free course.  Norman 

suggested involving the police department.  Tommie Major stated that Risk Management would 

know the proper rules for such a class on City property and wondered if a physical gun was 

actually necessary to teach safety.  Mr.  Kingsbury discussed the misconceptions of guns as seen 

on TV, in books, etc. and that gun safety involves more just how to shoot it.  Mr. Nenna wanted 

to know if this safety class would be the first step in obtaining a gun permit.  Because the course 

would be offered for free, Mr. Kingsbury would not be able to certify someone upon completion.  

Mr. Harrison recommended that he leave his contact information and Tommie Major will gather 

more information about from the City’s Risk Manager about the request.   

 

 Dana Johnson of Calvary Chapel Church is requesting the use of Green Harbor Beach for a 

baptism service on September 6
th

 followed by a picnic at Green Harbor Park.  Sept. 6
th

 is Labor 

Day weekend.  He would have to pay to have an extra life guard on duty for the baptism.  Mr. 

Johnson is willing to change the date to the following Sunday, Sept. 13
th

.  He would still need a 

life guard on duty.  Mike Hudson, seconded by Nancy Baude, made a motion to approve use of 

Green Harbor Beach and Park.  Motion passed. 

 

 Tim Johnson is requesting use of Bates Woods on August 23
rd

 for a family reunion.  He expects 

more than 50 people.  Bates Woods is not available so Mr. Johnson would like to use Riverside 

Park.  He will not have a bounce house but will have amplified music and will obtain a permit 

from the police department.  Bob Nenna, seconded by Margaret Cotnoir, made a motion to 

approve use of Riverside Park.  Motion passed.   

 

 Lori presented a request:  Wayne Vendetto, Sr. is requesting use of Riverside Park amphitheater 

on August 8 from 12:00-5:00pm.  He will use the on-site grills.  Margaret Cotnoir, seconded by 

James Diaz-Saavedra, made a motion to approve use of Riverside Park.  Motion passed. 

 

 Lori presented a request:  Anthony Nolan, on behalf of the NL Youth Collaborative, is 

requesting use of Bates Woods on August 23
rd

 for a picnic for the “water gun group”.  They will 

use water guns and a dunk tank.  He would like to have access to the water spigot.  It is a 

community-wide group that involves a variety of ages.  Willie Quinones, seconded by Bob 

Nenna, made a motion to approve use of Bates Woods.  Mike Hudson recalls that water slides 

have been denied in the past because of the damage they do to the grass.  The dunk tank needs a 

drainage hose so the water can be drained away from the picnic areas and not leave puddling.  

There cannot be any sprinklers.  He will need to bring his own hose and not leave it running.  

Mr. Nolan will also need to pay permit fees.  6 approved and 1 opposed.  Motion passed. 

 

II.       Parks 

 Info Kiosks in the Parks:  Tammy Daugherty, Office of Development & Planning presented an 

idea to install informational kiosks throughout the City (handouts).  As part of the Emergency 

Operation Center survey, residents feel alone and disconnected during electrical outages and 

emergency situations.  A low tech solution is to install kiosks in the parks.  The kiosk would 
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display information about the park itself and emergency communication procedures and tips.  

This low tech solution would be a phase 1.  A phase 2 may include solar powered call boxes with 

cameras to get 911 services.  The kiosk idea is one tool of emergency management and Ms. 

Daugherty is seeking input from the Parks & Recreation Commission.  She has been working 

with Barbara Dixon.  ODP would find the funding through grants and partnerships.  They may 

purchase kiosks or build them.  They are looking to strategically locate the kiosks amongst the 

parks.  Currently, we rely on electronic communications and so when power is lost that link is 

missing.  Also, there are older people and homeless people who do not have access to high 

technology devices.  Ms. Daugherty wants to make sure the kiosks enhance the parks.  Mike 

Hudson suggests that she leave all the material and we will discuss it in new business.  Priscilla 

Peabody representing Riverside Park Conservancy wanted to add that she likes the idea of a 

kiosk in Riverside with park safety information but during a weather emergency no one will 

enter the park to read the information.  Priscilla suggested senior housing as a possible location. 

 

 Riverside Park Conservancy:  Priscilla Peabody represented.  The doggie bag boxes have been 

rebuilt and fixed.  RPC is requesting a handicap port-o-pot be placed near the basketball courts 

for the Down by the Riverside event which will be held on September 19
th

.  Down by the 

Riverside is an event hosted by RPC.  There is now a functioning bathroom at Riverside which is 

handicap accessible.  Priscilla thinks they need a bathroom in the lower lot for the day.  The 

Commission thinks that whoever is hosting an event should pay for the port-o-pot since 

bathrooms are available.  Bob Nenna asked about the lock to the bathroom.  Priscilla said the 

combination for the bathroom is now posted on the door and is 514.  Tommie informed them that 

the postcard with the code was no longer on the door.  RPC is thinking that they would change 

the combination in the winter when the bathrooms are closed to the public.  According to Ronna 

Stuller the code was posted because George from PW told her to leave the door unlocked.  The 

door is left unlocked but someone will shut it after using it and then it automatically locks.  A 

work order was submitted a while ago to have the lock changed.  The dog water station is ready 

to install but RPC is waiting for an estimate from the plumber.  Jim wanted to know why more 

grills were installed and yet there are no picnic tables near them.  The plans for the near future 

include a pavilion in place of the old foundation which is where a new grill has been installed.  

Priscilla went to a bench dedication at Williams Park and complimented how lovely it is there. 

 

 Save Ocean Beach:  Margaret Cotnoir represented; There were 2 nights of fireworks in July.  

One was to celebrate the anniversary of the beach and the other was Tony Pero night which 

included a parade and goodies for the kids.  They continue to do great in the bake sales and 

merchandise sales during these special events.    There will be another firework display on 

August 14
th

 and a car show on August 24
th

.  The baked goods and merchandise sales will be held 

at these events too.  The 5 week kid’s program has come to an end today.  Jessie Damon’s 

granddaughter volunteered all 5 weeks.  Weeding and spraying of weeds and poison ivy 

continues.  The employee’s bathrooms will be finished at the end of the beach season.  Photos of 

the beach and events can be found at www.save-oceanbeachpark.org.  Next year SOB is hoping 

to have a new sound system to use for general public announcements.  A clock tower is in future 

plans but it is very expensive.  The roof still leaks in the big room of the gam building.   

 

http://www.save-oceanbeachpark.org/
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 NL Park Conservancy:  Mike Dietzel represented;  $1000 was receive from the water grant and 

put towards the $2,973 to replace the urns.  They are now cast iron with plants.  RMMS’s garden 

club has agreed to maintain the urn plants during the school year.  The CBDG grant money will 

go towards the purchase of new trash receptacles which will have lids to keep water out.  They 

hope to have them at the end of August.  They will mulch and prune trees in early September.  

Recent road work replaced the sidewalks along one side of the park and the street was made 

smaller thus expanding the park!  Mike Hudson mentioned that Channel 8’s weather man would 

be doing a segment known as Gil on the Green on Aug. 13
th

.  Lori stated that the segment was 

being held at Union Plaza. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes 

 Margaret Cotnoir, seconded by Nancy Baude, made a motion to approve July’s regular meeting 

minutes.  Motion passed.   

 

IV. Director’s Report  
Recreation 

 Tommie Major distributed reports from the Recreation and Youth Affairs divisions.  Tommie 

showed a draft of a checklist for the concession stands that will be used before the start of the 

league’s season.  The checklist will be reviewed with PW and the league.  Please review it and 

let him know of any changes.  This checklist will hopefully avoid bickering between PW and the 

league as to who is responsible for repairs, damages, etc.  This form does not pertain to the 

Sports Complex.  The Sports Complex concession has an on-site person and more than one 

organization uses it during the same season so daily inspections are required.  Tommie also 

distributed a draft on a facility use agreement in which he would like to sit down with each 

league at the start of their seasons to reiterate the proper rules and procedures.  He did sit with 

NLYFB board members and gave them a list of expectations.  Willie suggested this be presented 

at the yearly meeting held in January for all leagues.  Mike Hudson wants to make sure there is a 

negative side if the leagues do not comply.  They should know the penalties up-front.  Tommie 

also presented a financial report showing the total amount collected in permit fees for all 

recreational facilities during the fiscal year 2014-15.  Facility permit fees go into the City’s 

general fund.  Sports Complex has 3 accounts.  It is still unknown as to where the money from 

the cell tower is going.  Tommie also made everyone aware that Elizabeth Witter, Senior Center 

Coordinator is retiring.   

 

Parks 

 No representative was present and no report was available. 

 

V.   Old Business  

 Sports Complex:  Nancy Baude represented.  There is nothing new to add.  Tim Wheeler will 

take care of moving the storage trailers onto the cement pads.  The knox box for the gate keys 

has been installed.  The ice machine was out of position and water had drained onto the floor.  

The filters and grease traps have all been cleaned by the custodians.  Tommie thinks another 

knox box may be needed for the other side of the building on the gym.  Bob thinks we should 
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give an A1 key to the FD and PD.  Nancy said the mud issue is being worked on.  Bob thinks it 

should not be our expense. 

 

 Riverside Park Project:  Margaret Cotnoir represented; There is nothing to report at this time. 

 

 Veteran’s Field Project: Bob Nenna represented; Supposedly the money is there but there is a 

major environmental remediation issue.  Tommie Major wanted to make everyone aware that the 

youth football league is hoping the Vet’s Field will be there new home field. 

 

VI.   New Business. 

 Caulkins Field:  Jim numbered the fields at Caulkins on a schematic and included the field sizes.  

This will help with field scheduling and permitting.  Lori will work on getting the information 

posted at the park. 

 

 Gil on the Green:  Channel 8 morning news does a segment called Gil on the Green.  They will 

be in New London on August 13
th

.  The Commission finds it disheartening to have Gil on the 

Green downtown at Union Plaza instead of at an actual green like Williams Park.  They think 

Williams Park has a lot to offer.  Lori will look into why and how they selected downtown.   

 

 Public Works:  Tommie and Marty Olsen met with Brian Sear to work on cooperation strategies.  

We are seeing some improvements and appreciate the efforts of Mr. Sear.   

 

 Riverside Bathroom:  The Commission feels that the bathrooms at Riverside should be 

accessible.  Tommie will look into the work order submitted to have the lock changed.   

 

 Permit Fees:  Mike Hudson believes that the money taken in from permits should be put back 

into the parks.  The permit fees should be a different line item rather than general funds. 

 

 Info Kiosks in the Parks:  Everyone likes the idea of informational kiosks in the parks.  They 

should be vandal-proof and include an emergency exit plan.  Willie Quinones, seconded by Bob 

Nenna, made a motion to support the efforts of ODP to install information kiosks in the parks.  If 

you have any other ideas or suggestions that you think should be included on the kiosks, email 

them to Lori.  Motion passed.   

 

VII.    Adjourn 

James Diaz-Saavedra, seconded by Margaret Cotnoir, made a motion to adjourn at 8:46 PM.  

Motion passed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lori DeLucca 

Recording Secretary   Approved by the Parks & Recreation Commission on 9-2-15 


